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ECTS NEW PRESIDENT 


The World Council of Churches has a new 
president—Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America—as a result of action taken in closing 
sessions of the Council’s Central Committee on 
the island of Rhodes on August 27. 

Archbishop Iakovos, as Metropolitan James 
of Melita, from 1955 to 1959, was representative 


of the Ecumenical! Patria 
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at the headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva. He succeeded the late 
Archbishop Michael of North and South Amer- 
ica in April 1959. 

The presidium is representative of various 
traditions and regions. Its present members, in 
addition to Archbishop Iakovos, are the Very 
Rev. John Baillie, Edinburgh; Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri, Buenos Aires; Bishop Otto 
Dibelius, Berlin; the Metropolitan Juhanon Mar 
Thoma, Tiruvalla, South India; and the Rt. Rev. 
Henry Knox Sherrill, Boxford, Massachusetts. 

Before the election of Archbishop Iakovos, 
the Central Committee changed the rules of the 
WCC to make it possible for a president who 
is elected between its assemblies to succeed him- 
self. All presidents were previously retired at 


sions of the Central Committee on the island 


hodes, Greece, August 19-27, 1959, took place the assembly. 4 7 . 
he ancient crusader castle on the island. This The Central Committee of the World Council 


first time the Committee has met in a place of Churches meeting on the island of Rhodes: 
Jere Orthodoxy is the principal religion. (Continued on page 2) 
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Central Committee 
(Continued from page 1) 


VOTED to hold the WCC’s Third Assembly 
in New Delhi, India, in late 1961 


ADOPTED a statement reaffirming “abolition 
of war,” as the ultimate goal and urging indefi- 
nite suspension of all nuclear weapons tests. 


RECEIVED a statement from the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs urging 
free negotiations between the French govern- 
ment and Algerian rebel leaders. 


VOTED general approval for amendments to 
the WCC’s constitution which would facilitate 
its proposed integration with the International 
Missionary Council in 1961. 


ISSUED a call to the churches to work for 
national legislation which will open doors to 
more refugees. 


APPROVED plans to start construction of a 
new $2,500,000 headquarters administration 
building in Geneva in March 1960 and author- 
ized its executive to proceed with final plans for 
a centrally located chapel. 


VOTED to send a letter to the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia “assuring them of 
our brotherly sympathy and prayers in their 
steadfast witness and work for the Faith.” 


The meeting, the first held by the Central 
Committee in a country in which the Eastern 
Orthodox Church is the predominant religious 
body, had the largest attendance of Orthodox 
leaders in WCC history. 

These included representatives of Patriarch- 
ates of Antioch, Alexandria, Constantinople, 
Jerusalem, and the Churches of Greece, Cyprus, 
and Poland. In addition two delegates of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church attended as observers. The Moscow 
Orthodox Church is not a member of the WCC. 

Metropolitan Nikolai of the Moscow Patri- 
archate of the Russian Orthodox Church, in a 
message to the Committee, expressed “great 
sympathy with the ecumenical movement.” 

Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, in his report as 
WCC general secretary, praised the role of 
Eastern Orthodoxy in the ecumenical movement. 
He said by the action of the Church of Con- 
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At the Central Committee meeting: Charles s 
Taft, Cincinnati, Ohio, with Metropolitan Jan 
of Philadelphia, Turkey, and U Kyaw Than») 
Burma. 


in 1919 in making the first offi 


stantinople 
proposal for the creation of a permanent cq 
cil of churches, Orthodox church leaders “T 
broke new ground for the ecumenical idea 
became pioneers for the World Council.” 


Third Assembly 


The Committee unanimously voted to 
the Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, ind 
November and early December, 1961. The € i 
dates will be announced later. Originallyy 
assembly had been scheduled in Ceylon, butf 
site was changed because of “communal «§ 
culties” in that country. | 


tion of a booklet to be distributed by mer 
churches to each of its ministers and thre 
national council of churches and agencié 
fraternal organizations. Assembly theme will 
“Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.” Tf 
sub- -sections on the main theme will deal 
“unity,” “witness,” and “service.” 


960 WEEK OF PRAYER 


The local congregation as a manifestation of 
e Church universal is emphasized in the 1960 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity leaflet is- 
ed by the Commission on Faith and Order of 

e World Council of Churches. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
bserved each year in the period January 18-25. 
he prayer leaflet, printed in Britain, is avail- 
ble from the New York office of the World 
ouncil of Churches at $1.50 per hundred. The 
paflet was distributed in more than 60 coun- 
ies in 1959. An individual in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, provided churches in that community 
ith 5,000 and has placed another order for 
960. 

"Since the last Week of Prayer for Christian 
Pnity, it has become painfully evident that the 
arious Calls to prayer have behind them greatly 
ifferent understandings of the nature of Chris- 
an unity,” the introduction to the 1960 leaflet 
bmments. “It is also clear that the more Chris- 
ans know each other the more conscious they 
ecome of their differences. Nevertheless there 

on all sides a growing conviction that the 
nity of the Church of Christ is God’s will and 
nat he is working to bring it about.” 

“That is why, despite the different ideas of 
whristian unity which lie behind them, it is 
cuitful to offer up all of our various prayers 
yr Christian unity at one time: we all know 
aat God hears and answers the prayers of all 
ccording to His own will and plan. In this 
ynfidence we call upon Christians in all 
qurches to join in prayer for Christian unity 
juring the week of January 18-25.” 
| The leaflet which contains meditations and 
rayers for eight days is based on I Corinthians 

§2:27-28. It is designed to help local congrega- 
jons come to a fresh understanding of them- 
-Ives in terms of Christian unity. 


“HE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
julletin published by the United States Conference 


* the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
ivenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompson, 
‘ecretary for Public Relations, editor. The Council 
Hiites 171 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant 
immunions in 53 countries. Neither the 
OURIER nor the World Council of Churches is 
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(Spittal, Austria) — A metal replica of the 
World Council of Churches’ symbol, one of the 
variety of products made at the World Council- 
sponsored vocational training and boarding school 
for refugee youth in Spittal, Austria, is displayed 
by School Director Heinrich Kaltenbach (left) 
and a student. 

Since Spittal was the scene of World Council 
departmental and divisional committees during 
July, many Americans have become acquainted 
with the school. Started in 1953, it provides a 
home for teen-age refugees of all faiths and trains 
them to earn a livelihood. Boys are offered a 
three-year apprenticeship in their choice of car- 
pentry and cabinet making, metal work or black- 
smith work. Girls are enrolled in a two-year course 
in the basics of homemaking, machine knitting, 
and arts and crafts. Students also study a language, 
hygiene, history and geography. Graduates of the 
School, fully accredited by the Austrian Govern- 
ment, have been unusually successful in finding 
jobs, both in Austria and in other countries of 
resettlement. 

Present enrollment is seven girls, of whom the 
majority are Yugoslav, and 66 boys, of whom 
twenty-five are Hungarian who came into Austria 
at the time of the October revolution of 1956 and 
the remainder are Czech, Bulgarian, Greek, Rus- 
sian, and Yugoslav. 


UNITED STATES: A prominent Lutheran 
theologian, Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, Jr., has called 
for the “end to the cold war among Christians” 
and the initiation of “creative dialogue” be- 
tween Roman Catholics and Protestants. 

“For too long both Roman Catholics and 
Protestants have been content to recite slogans 
about their side and to repeat slanders about the 
other side,” he declared. “There are many indi- 
cations that in place of slogans and slander both 
sides want dialogue.” 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Two books by staff members of the World 
Council of Churches have been published by 
Doubleday and Company. 

The Pressure of Our Common Calling by 
general secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, is 
an attempt at defining a theology of the ecu- 
menical movement. He comments that one can- 
not write about the movement “without realiz- 
ing strongly that we are still at the beginning 
of the discussion and that all we can say on 
this subject must be very provisional.” The 
book is called a contribution to an ongoing 
discussion. 

The first chapter is “How Does Unity Grow?” 
Subsequent chapters deal with the calling to 
witness, to service, to fellowship in Christ, and 
to unity in Christ. Included are suggested 
passages of Bible study and detailed treatment 
of essential New Testament references to unity. 
The ninety page book costs $2.50. 

The assistant director of the Ecumenical In- 
stitute at Bossey, Switzerland, Charles C. West, 
is the author of Outside the Camp. A former 
missionary to China and fraternal worker in 
post-war Germany, Charles West examines the 
role of Christians in the world of today and the 
frontiers of Christian mission. He points out 
that God's power, Christ's reconciling work, 
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operates “not in a church which meets on Si 
day morning and perhaps once or twice durit 
the week, not on the edge of the world, but 
daily life and thought.” A provocative, shar 
written book, Outside the Camp is designed 
preparatory material for the quadrennial stud 
conference on the Christian World Missions 
be held in Athens, Ohio, in December. 7 
book has 168 pages and sells for $3. 

Both may be had from local booksellers; 
ordered from the New York office of the We' 
Council of Churches. 


Legal Notice of Meeting of 


FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC. 


The regular Annual Meeting of the FRIEND 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, De4 
cember 8, 1959, at the Broadway Congrega- 
tional Church, 211 West 56th Street, New 
York City. At this meeting business will be 
transacted, reports of the year’s work made, an 
members of the Board of Directors elected. 


Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Secretary. 
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The World of Books 


e Ecumenical Era in Church and Society edited by Edward J. Jurju (Macmillan, New York, 238 
. $5) A symposium honoring Dr. John A. Mackay, longtime president of Princeton Theo- 
gical Seminary and veteran ecumenical leader. An appreciation of Dr. Mackay, biographical 
es, and list of selected writings are included with essays by Asian, European, Latin American, 
d US. ecumenists. 


ileia edited by Jan Hermelink and Hans Jochen Margull (Evang. Missionsverlag, Stuttgart, 515 
.. $5) In honor of German professor of missions in the University of Hamburg, Walter Freytag 
his sixtieth birthday. Scholars, churchmen, and missionaries are among the contributors to this 
lume. German contributors write in German, Europeans, Americans, and Asians write in English. 


Short History of Christianity by Martin E. Marty (Living Age Books published by Meridian 

ks, New York, 384 pp., $1.45) This admirable book accomplishes what seems to be an im- 
ssible task—it attempts to summarize the history of Christianity in 16 short chapters. The idea 
the unity of the Church is the central point of view in this crisply written, incisive book. 


Theology of the Laity by Hendrik Kraemer (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 192 pp., $3) 
ill going strong at 70, this remarkable Dutchman presents his case for the ministry of the 
ity, based on Biblical insights. 


e Gospel in Dispute by Edmund Perry (Doubleday, New York, 230 pp., $3.95) A new volume 
the Christian Faith series edited by Reinhold Niebuhr, this book deals with the relation of 
istian faith “to other missionary religions.” 


eaching on Christian Unity edited by Robert Tobias (Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo., 160 pp., 
) “Christian unity is something to preach about,’ claims the editor and presents a dozen sermons 
the topic from Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant preachers. Newbigin, Visser ’t Hooft, Bell, 
errill are found here along with Archbishop Iakovos, Luccock, Sockman, and Walker. 


orizons of Christian Community by Paul S. Minear (Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo., 127 pp., 
75) Yale Divinity School’s New Testament professor and study secretary of the Oberlin 
ith and Order Conference appraises “the scope of Christian community in terms of the thinking 
the New Testament.” He says, “Our images of the church have been determined too much by 
if puny minds and provincial prejudices, not enough by the wide-horizoned story of God's people.” 


ey Stand Invincible by Robert Merrill Bartlett (Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 261 pp., $3.50) 

ais book written for “12 up” is a collection of biographies of “men who are reshaping our 
orld.” They include, Kagawa of Japan; Vinoba Bhave, India’s walking saint; Abbe Pierre; Alan 
ton; Von-Thadden-Trieglaff of Kirchentag fame; and Martin Luther King. 


verywhere by Rowena Ferguson (Friendship Press, New York, 64 pp., $.75) This booklet sub- 
Jed “A look at the world-wide church” is designated for young people. This is part of the 
Yeies which includes When We Pray and When We Share. 


5e Protestant and Politics by William Lee Miller (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 92 pp., 
) Another in the Laymen’s Theological Library, this time by the provocative young professor of 
cial ethics at Yale. “Like all the rest of Christian faith, the Christian’s political faith is really seen 
xt in abstractions or institutions but in the living of it.” 


oristian Faith and My Job by Alexander Miller (Association Press, New York, 128 pp., $.50) 
iis Haddam House book, written against the background of depression and war, has been up- 
ted by the author. Its purpose is “to guide anyone of any age and any occupation in fitting re- 
sion into his or her daily work.” 


8, 


NILES TO SPEAK 
TO FRIENDS OF WCC 


One of Asia’s best known churchmen will 
discuss the question “Is Christianity a Western 
Religion?” at the annual meeting of the Friends 
of the World Council of Churches. 

Dr. Daniel T. Niles, who is currently Harry 
Emerson Fosdick visiting professor at Union 
Theological Seminary, will speak at a luncheon 
meeting at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, December 8, 
in New York (see notice on page 6). All 
interested people are invited to make reserva- 
tions for the luncheon by calling W Atkins 
4-8551. (Tickets $3.00.) 

D. T. Niles of Jaffna, Ceylon, is widely 
known for his work as evangelism secretary 
of the World Council of Churches and as chair- 
man of the World’s Student Christian Federa- 
tion. He is now also the general secretary of 
the new East Asia Christian Conference, often 
hailed as one of the most significant develop- 
ments in the Christian world mission. 

In addition to his reputation as scholar, 
lecturer, educator, and administrator, he is a 
dynamic evangelist and provocative and lucid 
speaker. His recent books include The Preach- 
er’s Task and the Stone of Stumbling. He was 
Lyman Beecher lecturer at Yale University in 
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3,000 Students Discuss 
Christian World Mission 


The 18th Ecumenical Student Conference on 
the Christian World Mission will gather 3,000 
students at the University of Ohio, Athens, Ohio, 
from December 27, 1959 to January 2, 1960. 
They will consider the frontiers to which the 
Church is called to witness in our day. 

There will be 1,500 North American students 
and 1,500 overseas students who will discuss 
these major issues and share their own experi- 
ences of involvement in these frontiers. 

The focus of the Conference is threefold: a 
clearer understanding and encounter with the 
forces at work in the world; a discernment of 
God's purpose and activity in the world; and 
the individual’s personal commitment to taking 
part in the mission. 
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Study Group Endorses 
Family Planning Report 


Strong support for family planning as f 
of the answer to the world-wide “popula 
explosion” is given in a long awaited repo 
a special Christian study group, published in 
fall issue of the Ecumenical Review. The rep 
has had wide publicity in daily press and ne 
magazines. 

The study group notes that the current po 
lation explosion which means an annual in 
of 50 million persons causes grave “social, 
tical, economic and even religious repercus 
and that “its shock waves buffet countless h 
families.” 

Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox chuz 
men were participants in the group. The Q 
dox member indicated that the historic 
doctrinal position of that church req 
different approach at certain points. The r 
notable difference was on the question of fa 
planning. According to Orthodox teaching 
only means of family limitation allowable is 
the means of marital abstinence. 

The study group, made up of theologs 
doctors, students of the family and of inte 
tional affairs, including a number of wo 
met at Mansfield College, Oxford, Englana 
April, at the request of officers of the Inte 
tional Missionary Council and the World C 
cil of Churches. The group speaks only for i 
and its findings do not bind the spons 
organizations or related agencies. 

The purpose was to stimulate more se 
ecumenical study on the populations prob 
and the related question of family planning; 

The group held that advances made 
medical knowledge give husband and wife’ 
responsibility in Christian conscience to use| 
knowledge “in relation to the procreation} 
nurture of children.” 

Dr. Richard M. Fagley, New York, exec 
of the Commission of the Churches on Intel 
tional Affairs, was secretary of the study gw 
He is the author of a forthcoming book { 
Population Explosion and Christian Resp 
bility (Oxford University Press, Spring, 1 
Chairman of the conference was Dr. Noi! 
Goodall, London, secretary of the joint co 1 
tee of the WCC/IMC. 


